
The Big Picture 
 
 
 
 

God’s mission from 
beginning to end 



Broken home: unsustainable world 



Broken home: economic instability 



“Our enormously productive economy demands  
that we make consumption our way of life,  

that we convert the buying and use of goods into 
rituals, that we seek our spiritual satisfaction, our 
ego satisfaction, in consumption – we need things 
consumed, burned up and discarded at an ever 

increasing rate.” 
Victor Lebow  (Retailing Analyst 1955 ) 

Broken home: economic instability 



 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                              

Broken home: uneven consumption 



"Standard of living has increased 
dramatically and happiness has 
increased not at all, and in some 
cases has diminished slightly … 
There is a lot of evidence that 
being richer... isn't making us 
happier"   
Professor Daniel Kahneman 
University of Princeton 

Broken home: social dysfunction 

The ‘affluenza virus’ 



world’s richest 20% consume 16x poorest 20% 

Broken home: social inequality 



Will Steffen et al. Science 2015;347:1259855 

Broken home: planetary boundaries 



Broken home: exponential impact 



 
 



60% decline in wildlife populations 1970-2016 
67% decline projected by 2020   

Biodiversity loss 





           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
            

Should 
we care? 



Insidious?   (New Age / Gaia) 
Irrelevant?  (only souls matter) 
Incidental? (a hobby for some) 
Integral?     (essential to the Gospel) 

 

Christians & the Environment 



 

Creation        Fall          Israel      Jesus    New Creation 

The Bible from beginning to end 



Act 1 : A Blessed Creation 



1. A Blessed Creation 

“Through him all things were made” 
John 1.3 

“God saw that it was good” Genesis 1 
ü God sees creation as very good 

ü Matter reveals God … but is not God! 

ü Father, Son and Spirit all co-Creators 

“through what has been made” 
Romans 1.20  

ü The earth is God’s, not ours! 
“The earth is the Lord’s” Psalm 24.1-2 



Finding our place within creation’s community 
Genesis 1:26-28; Genesis 2:15 

Psalm 104:10-31; Job 38:25-30 & 39:1-30 

1. A Blessed Creation 



THEO

1. A Blessed Creation 
     
    It’s God’s world, not ours! 



Act 2 : A Fallen World 



The land ‘suffers’ (Jer. 12.4), 
‘mourns’ (Hosea 4.1-3), ‘vomits’ (Lev. 
18.25-28) 
“The time has come for destroying those 
who destroy the earth.” Revelation 11.18 

 

ü Broken relationships, between God, 
humanity and creation 

God’s covenant with creation: Genesis 9 

ü The environmental results of sin 

ü God’s judgement on ecological sin 

2. A Fallen World 

ü Hope beyond judgment 

“Cursed is the ground because of you” 
Genesis  3.17 



2. A Fallen World: broken relationships 
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2. A Fallen World: judgment and hope 

•  “to keep their various kinds 
alive throughout the earth” 
Genesis 7.3 

•  “My covenant between me 
and you and all living 
creatures of every kind.” 
9.15 



Act 3 : Israel - the  Land of Promise 



Leviticus 25; Deuteronomy 22.6; 
1 Kings 21; Sabbath; Jubilee 

ü Israel: called apart to model God’s   
   purposes in the land of promise 

ü The land as a spiritual barometer 
“I will heal your land” 2 Chronicles 7.14 

ü God continues to sustain all things 
“All things look to you to give them 
their food at the proper time” Psalm 
104.27 

3. The Land of Promise 

ü The importance of putting down roots 
Jeremiah 29.4-7 



OIKOS 

shalom Kingdom of God 

community of creation land of promise 

God 

people land & 
creatures 

3. The Land of Promise: earth as home 



Act 4 : Jesus Saviour of the World 



Colossians 1.15-20 
•  The Source of Creation  

 v.16 “By him all things were created.” 
•  The Sustainer of Creation  

 v.17 “In him all things hold together.” 
•  The Saviour of Creation  

 v.20 He is the one through whom God is pleased 
“to reconcile to himself all things, whether things 
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood shed on the cross.” 

4. Jesus Saviour of the World 



“all things” reconciled to God through 
the cross” Colossians 1.19-20 

“all things in heaven and earth under 
one head, even Christ” Eph. 1.9-10 

ü His birth 

“He got up and rebuked the wind and 
the raging waters” Luke 8.22-25  

ü His death 

ü His future glory 

4. Jesus Saviour of the World 

“Peace on earth” Luke 2.14 
ü His life 

ü His resurrection 
The first-fruits of a new creation 



Act 5 : New Creation 



•  Hosea 2:18-23 “a covenant for them with the 
beasts of the field, the birds in the sky and 
the creatures that move along the ground.” 

•  Isaiah 11:6-9 “for the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” 

•  Isaiah 65:17-25 “wolf and lamb … lion and 
ox … they will neither harm nor destroy …” 

Shalom 
5. New Creation: hope beyond judgment 



•  Fire & destruction? (2 Peter 3) 
     refiner’s fire (Malachi 3.2) 
     Noah – creation cleansed 
     discontinuity and continuity 
stoichea = elemental forces 
heurethēsetai = laid bare 
 

•  A new heaven & new earth? 
    ‘neos’ and ‘kainos’ 
    radical renewal after judgment  

5. New Creation: hope beyond judgment 



“Heaven must receive him until the 
time comes for God to restore 
everything …” Acts 3:21 
 

“He who was seated on the throne 
said, ‘I am making everything new!’” 
Revelation 21:5 
 

“the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of 
the children of God.” 
Romans 8:21 

 

5. New Creation: hope beyond judgment 



“God will redeem the whole 
universe; Jesus’ resurrection is 

the beginning of that new life, the 
fresh grass growing through the 
concrete of corruption and decay 

in the old world.” 
Rt. Rev. Tom Wright  

“Surprised by Hope” p.134 

5. New Creation: hope beyond judgment 



How big is your Jesus?

My Jesus, 
my Saviour 

He’s got the whole 
world in His hands 



Heaven 

Dualist Gospel 
 

Kingdom Gospel 

How big is your Jesus?



 
 
 
                                                                                                                       

Heaven 

Earth 

Saving 
Souls 

Human 
thriving 

Creation 
flourishing 

How big is your Jesus? 
Our Mission must reflect Jesus’ Mission











Southern 
Africa 

Feb 2018 

Jamaica 
2012 

E/Cent. Africa 
May 2015 

SE Asia 
2014 

Europe 
Sep 
2017 

Latin America  
Sep 2015 

Canada & US 
July 2015 

East Asia 
July 2017 

Australasia 
April 2018 

South Asia 
Sep 2016 

W Africa 
Nov 2015 

Middle East 
2020 

Eurasia 
2020 



The earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord 

as the waters cover the sea.  
Habakkuk 2:14 

A vision for God’s kingdom  
on earth as in heaven 


